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Citation Analysis of Information Sources used by Tamil Medium Aesthetic Studies

Higher Education Institutions : A case study of Carnatic Music Undergraduate at

Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University Sri Lanka

Bremadasan Prashanthan, Senior Assistant Librarian Gr.I, Swami Vipulananda Institute of
Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University, Sri Lanka. prashanthanb@esn.ac.lk

Abstract

Citation analysis plays vital role in most the disciplines. Citation techniques are used for a
variety of purposes in the research environment. The contemporary academic environment
particularly for Tamil medium Higher Education Institutions, faces many issues in managing
information sources. In this scenario this study aims to identify the information sources used
in Tamil language (Medium) research reports of Carnatic. Music Students at Swami
Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies. The population of this study included forty six (46)
research reports submitted to the Department of Carnatic Music at Swamy Vipulananda
Institute of Aesthetic Studies for the BFA (Hons) Degree in 2025. Descriptive statistical
methods were used to analyze the data. In the research based on one Thousand and five (1005)
Citations appended in all forty six (46) research reports the study revealed that books were the
most cited sources of the undergraduates accounting for 60.89% of citations. While printed
information sources were the most preferred resources format of the students (68.26%). It was
observed that 44.27% of the cited materials were more than ten years old. Further the study
identified six main different bibliographic forms used by the Music undergraduates. The
finding of the study could be used as an implementing indicator of the Library and the

Department of Carnatic Music.
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Research report

Introduction

The contemporary academic environment particularly for Tamil medium Higher Education
Institutions, faces many issues in managing information sources. This situation necessitates
a focused approach to collection development and resource allocation. Therefore, studying and
analyzing the collections of information resources and their impact on user communities one

of the most important progressions. Meantime, it is essential for academic libraries to maintain
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a balanced collection and provide excellent information services. “Bibliometric studies are

useful particularly for the evaluation of services, resource allocation, decision making, and
collection developments” (Angammana and Jayatissa, 2015, Page 33). Meantime Higher
Education Institute Libraries spend certain amount of funds in acquiring learning materials
required for its students and staff learning and research activities. “Libraries have to prove that
use of library fund have been benefitted to university research, teaching and studying activities”
(Punchihewa, 2015, Page 45). Meanwhile Livonen, Nygren & Heikkila (2009) have started
that library’s collection should appear in the research conducted in the University. Furthermore,
Bibliometric or citation analysis serves as a valuable guide for researchers, providing necessary
guidance information and contributing to the enhancement of specific research. Zafrunnisha
(2012) has explained that bibliometric or citation analysis has become a well-established part
of information used by researchers to identify user requirement. Haridasan and Kulshres (2007)
have started that citation analysis is one of the popular methods employed for identification of
core documents and complex relationship between citing and cited documents for particular
scientific Community. Furthermore, many researchers in different subject areas have carried
out citations’ studies in undergraduates’ level. These studies have covered many areas and have
used different methodologies. Accordingly, the subsequent examples can be presented as
illustrative. Dana Denick et.al. (2010) carried out a study on citation analysis of Engineering
design reports. The study examines 234 citations according to the result 38% of reference were
classified as websites 28% of reference were journal articles and 12% of reference were in
Books. Kristine S. Condic (2015) conducted a citation study undergraduates’ dissertations in
publication in Reading and Education Leadership at University of Oakland. The study analyzed
75 students’ dissertations and 63 articles written between 1985 - 2014. The study revealed that
the most cited source of information including journals articles report and dissertations. In Sri
Lanka a certain number of bibliometric or citation research studies in different disciplines are
conducted. However, there is no significant number of bibliometric or citation studies recorded
in the literature pertaining to undergraduate research reports in Carnatic Music disciplines.
Therefore, it is essential to conduct research to information resources usage by the
undergraduates of Carnatic Music based on their research reports at Swamy Vipulananda

Institute of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.
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Objective of the Study

The objective of the study is to analyzing the citation pattern of research reports submitted in
2025 in the field of Carnatic Music (BFA Hons) at Swamy Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic
Studies (SVIAS).

The specific objectives of this study as follows;

e To identify the information source cited by Carnatic Music Students.
e To investigate the format of information sources cited in undergraduate research reports.

e To examine the age of cited materials in research reports of Carnatic Music Students.

Methodology

The population of the study included fifty-six (56) research reports submitted to the Department
of Carnatic Music for the BFA (Hons) Degree in 2025 at Swamy Vipulananda Institute of
Aesthetic Studies. In order to make this study a success all one thousand twenty (1020)
citations appended in the research reports were categorized and evaluated based on the format
of the materials, types of material and year of source material. Frequencies and the percentage

of data were presented in tables and figures after adopting the descriptive statistics analyzing.

Results and Discussion
Overview

In this study fifty-six (56) research reports were selected for analyzing and one thousand twenty
(1020) citations were identified from various types of information sources. According to the
specific needs identified information sources are categorized into seven groups; Books,
Academic Journals, Undergraduate research reports/ dissertations, Magazines, Websites,

Conference proceedings and Others (Newspapers, Annual reports, etc.,)
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Distribution of Citations According to the Types of Materials

The results revealed the books were made most cited information sources of the Carnatic Music
undergraduates, accounting for 60.40% (616) the citation frequency for the magazines was
12.94% (132) followed by academic journals (127)12.45% and last frequency came from
others (Newspapers and Annual reports) 0.30% (03). Table 1 shows different types of

information sources cited by the undergraduates.

Table 1: Distribution of Citation — by the types of Information sources

Rank Types of Information Sources No. of Citation | Percentage (%)
1 Books 616 60.40%
2 Magazines 132 12.94%
3 Academic Journals 127 12.45%
4 Websites 82 8.03%
5 Undergradugtes res§arch reports/ 36 352
Dissertation
6 Conference Proceedings 24 2.36%
7 Others (Newspapers and Annual reports) 03 0.30%

Format of the Information Sources

Table 02 presents the distribution of two type of information sources used by the
undergraduates in the field of Carnatic Music out of a total of 1020 citations printed format of
information sources were the mostly used format accounting for 690 (67.64%) followed by
online, format of information sources accounting for 330 (32.36%). However, expected
websites most of the undergraduates assessed academic journals. Through online format out
of a total of 127 academic journals citations online format of cited journals accounting for 110
(86.61%) meanwhile 100% of research reports cited through printed format. Out of 616 books
citation majority of 598 (97.08%) accounting by print format.

Table 2: Distribution of Citations accounting to the format of Information Sources
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Format of Information Sources
Type of Materials
Print Online

Book 598 (97.08%) 18(2.92%)
Magazines 22 (16.16%) 110 (83.84%)
Academic Journals 17 (13.39%) 110 (86.61%)
Websites - 82 (100%)
Undergraduate Research Reports 36 (100%) -
Conference Proceedings & Others 17 (62.97%) 10 (37.03%)

Citations According to the Year

In this study that the most of the 271 reference sources cited between the year 2020— 2016 in-
depth analysis 172 reference sources which were published in the period between 2025 — 2021
203 reference sources cited was 2015 — 2011 and 258 reference sources cited before year 2010.
Therefore, most of the Carnatic Music undergraduates cited reference sources for their research
reports between 05 — 10 years old materials which were published in the period of 2020 — 2016.
Meantime, the finding point out 461 reference sources used by undergraduates more them ten

years old. Table 03 display the finding.

Table 03: Distribution of the According to the Year

Year Range Books | Magazine éﬁi‘:ﬁl:li: 1};:;3;::1 I(’:r(:)lzfeeel;le;::gz Others
2025 —-2021 100 13 32 24 03 -
2020 -2016 153 B2 42 09 13 02
2015-2011 130 41 21 03 08 -
2010 > 233 - 25 - - -
o I - R T N
Total 616 132 127 36 24 03

The study also analyzed latest citations (within the 5 years period) based on type of materials
cited by undergraduates. Accordingly, a total of 172 citations were statistically analyzed as

follow.
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Table 04: Latest citations based on type of materials (2021 -2025)

Total No. used Latest reference
Type of Materials ) materials (within the Percentage
reference .
5 years period)
Books 616 100 16.23%
Magazines 132 13 9.84%
Academic Journals 127 32 25.19%
Research Reports 36 24 66.66%
Conference Proceedings 24 03 12.5%
Others 03 0 0%

Based on the above statistical data, it’s clear that Carnatic Music undergraduates have
predominantly cited research reports for their research last recent five years. (66.66% of total
no used reference from research reports) and followed academic journals’ (25.19% of total no
of used reference) and the lower citation rates were obtained by magazines (9.84% from last

five years) Figure 01 display the findings.

70.00%
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50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
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Figure 01: Usage Reference Last Five Years

Conclusion and Recommendations
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The results revealed that the undergraduate had used various type of information sources for
their research work and books were the most cited information sources in the field of Carnatic
Music which is followed by magazines and academic journals. Considering the formats of
information sources physical or printed format of the materials were heavily utilized by
undergraduates. However, majority of the academic journals were cited through online format.
Further the research indicate overall cited materials in latest five years is only 16.86% (172
out of 1020 citations) and 54.03% citation material were more than 10 years old. according to
the present citation analyze study, undergraduates have not used enough number of latest
scholarly information sources as reference. Therefore, to strengthen the research culture in the
field Carnatic Music undergraduate research should be encouraged to use more latest materials.
To achieve this task awareness programme in referencing or information seeking should be

arrange with the line programme of the Library and the Department.
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